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OIFIG POIBLIOCHTA GHLUAISEACHT NA PO-LACHTA 

Ta an rait~as istigh f ao i s t aid laithreach na Se gContae, arna 

ei i oint ag Cathal Goulding , Ceann Foi rne t OgJai gh na h-Eireann, ar shon 

Chomhai r ~e Ai rm Oglaigh na 'h-Eireann . Ta se a chur chuig Rialtaisi 

Londain, Bhai l eAtha Cliath, Bheal Feirste, chuig Ranna Gnothai Eachtracha 

chuile St at, chuig Runai Ginearalta na Naisiun Aontaithe. agus do phreas 

na h-Eireann agus don phreas thar lear. 

SI&ITHE: J.J. McGarrity, 

Runai. 

I RI SH REPUBLI CAN PUBLICITY BUREAU 

The enc l osed statement is being issued by Cathal Goulding, Chief of Staff 

of the Irish Republican Army, on behalf of .the I.R.A. Army Council in 

re lation t o the present situation in t he Six Counties. It is being s~nt 

to the London, Dublin and Belfast Governments, to t he Foreign Ministries 

of all States, to the Secretary General of the United Nations, and to the 

Irish and international press. 

Signed: J.J. McGarrity, 

Secretary. 
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. ·IRI SH REFUBl;;I CAN ARlIIIY STATEIv~ENT Augus~ . ; 1969 

The Army Council o f the Irish Republican Army,acting in j~g 
capacity a~ the Provisional Government of the Irish Republic proclaim;. 
ed in arms in 1916, nnd ratifi ed by the universal suffrage of the Irish 
pe ople i n 1918, hereby call s on a ll Irishm~n an~ Ir~i : ~?-!f?men1b,:th at 
home and in e x ile , t o .. ,fo~get all , divisions · ; an<;J.; :diffe~'eiic··es, . 
o fl the pas t ,and~PI ·~ £.~nd , ··in ( : un~ity:, ra·gai:.rist. ~tp:e . forces '.of British 
imperia1ism '~';1C . ;K ;.::,:) ' -. - . , ; - - - ' _- _-

Already ; N~';r:':ther~ units o r ·the Irish Republican Army have p<tyn 
in action in de'-rk'hc e o f th-e l ive s and: h omes6£' t h e . people , whJ9h, :J}.~V~ 
b een at t acked by de liberflte:+:y' fomehte d sect arian'forces,baqkecd -::!up 
b y t he B-Specials,~.vith th e ~,:i:m o:f ' destroying the\latural solidarity 
and unit y : o~ working c l ass pe o pl e. These ' un i ts have played th~ir part 
in de f e n':s ive, o p erations in ~Q:gsisle t Der.ry,w"her e they 'have put lh~ tr 
di s Cipline and experien'c e:' , at, : ~ .. t.h"~ disposal 6f t th e Cl, t 'izens ' l?~~f\~nc e 
Assoc i at i on. I n Belfast ,in : ;'~he:,~~ec 'ent : , , :peri(jd ;}(: tlYe ' I.l{.'A. : 'and 'o;th'~r 
. epubl ican . Organisat ions' h 'ave cooperated wi th the Ci ti .z~ns , ~e':f: e:q.ce 

,·b.t"'oup s and used th e ir all ,.too ::.,l:Lmi ted resour ceE( 'in tihe ';·a f te'in!pt . t 'P" 
hold o ff t h e terrorist"f,'orc:es , of , r~~nction: wh1:l ch' 'have, b'~en:,;:unle,qSAed 
upon p e a c e ful men,~vom~.n · ,; ~n,d, , : ;sh';L,ldren. The peopl 'e~ ' of 'th~ ' , ~,a !i: t s : ,~<?~~r '" 
area have gratefully~: ~.~~noJf-.:l§ ,<i:g.~g~;,:. thisass ,is~an:c :: ' tn ,: ~h:.e ': ~C;,~~~~ .. +e!~ , : . 
days and have contraste,Q. , ~ ,t , ~it"te'~ly: with: t ;he ·>fa:tlU;re ·' " ~of :~f:i ,e , Dul;>;L~n 

Govert~inen\ ,t9" act. i~ U'treir' A;~renc e~ " :' !::';' ::' .,,' , ,"' L 8.,1~,': .,' ", 'r' 

: ', Fo·r", ~ number ' of ' years ' past , the,Repub l iGall 1>1ovement ,has been' , 
commi t~ :ed :t.-P ::SU1{>9 0r.t < of' · the ':liiod:er'ate d~mands .of the : Civil Rig::::ts . : 
£'lov:e)me?!~.f~~n tl1~ ;.,: .. gen'u ih1e ,' hope',Jthat reforrns obt,ailled "by ccnsti t utionail 

. agi ~tq.,t~,olL ; ~oul(t,~ prov.id e ' a f'rameworl~ Twiifhin .. wl:li .. ch a peaceful 
, sett l e ment "migl;i $ \ rb e ' arri'ved 'at' to the outstanding problems of our i ' \ , t ' .. ,. , I . 

peopllle'i:': Unfort,unately however, because o f the intransigent stand of 
right - w:i:ng 'Unionism,and their, me eting of ., mo<;lerate demands wi·th 
t error .i slA" ,~nr¢i "lyiolen ,e e t we l1av'e''',:be en reluct'ap. t .ly cOlnpell.,ed, int o '! 
mil i t'arY ,"actiojrt .!ltO defend the ~1:ive: s and h9'mes of tb,e , peopl~ '~n the 
Six COtl:riiy ,ar€'a " , :Ii.. , " ':;1:' :, " ". : , I' 

.~ . • ' J ', ' .. ' , ' - ." ,.1; :." '" . " 'f, ' :. ~ , ;:.i: , . :" " , .: .. :'~ .. ... .• .. " 'f; ' , , 

IntIre SPOhSl~t:J ~i'b ' u.r gent: c.a '~l ~ . tOlS" , h(lj· 1 ,tn "'fr,oni<:~an. ' :k alm6s t .1 de·:fencele s~ 
p eople J and 'becalis~ciY ~~f. ' tl1.e faiiu,re to ' I}~,at·e',.:~olfJJthe ::: YDub1:in Gov~r:ri!llerit to ' 
use the force 's ' : ru';b~(: it's dfsp,osii ... for thi~,ide '£~rr:cie~ i o 'f. ' ,t :he na ti o~ arid ,'i ts 
people,the Army : , ,'()'bupci 'l\ ': hg~ :p,~~e~~}d ' 9~?l ' ~voT;unt:-eer;~i -On fJll ' alert, arid 
has air e'ady sen~~, " ~,:;. p:~,¥b er :'; r?i:':1~ttJ 'lY ' j l:~jq1iipp ,cdUriits to , th~'.' (i~:~ ' of " 
their cotiirfad'e g:' ih: !i1he:' " S~x " ,~6~At~P s.: a~J} : . ,. t ·o ·. ;'as !si~$, t 't:he · l'Oc~l ~)~f.~·ric ,e 
C on1!rii t Jt 'e:e 5\ Cf ;t iz~~Ti.~ . :~, ~c t iqn;. G~\9'3P;;' . an d~~0th:er, ~,: pb.pul ~.~ ::~ Or g~:d :1~~:at t·:o;~:'l~ '. 
which a,r:e' :~ a'i:F ~pr :es~.nt tli~ · :' .J¢>:q.lYr;E?~, o;Ur§,el :::: of~, :the:: ·p:eopl, e · of th':e- Ndr~t~" ~ , 

in the f ac ~ ):~r~'t>er'~6r~~Fa t t'7f~~:J:frq!ll' ,'$. ~~~:~ ~a~ Uhioni st " gan~~".,,' ": :' 
The~~::,j~,<?r~ e ,s ; 0 ,;(\ .lthe I ~R~A~ ' : a:t:e. .. b'e'in'g , .. ,~s~,a in, .a cl .~~~n:s~v~ . ,capac·· . 

ity wherever th e p~ople are being· ·, :· terroris·ed ' by Unionist mobs, backed 
up by armed B-Specials. Control will r~stwith , J9cal " le~ders~ip and 
the instl;"p-.,ction,s given: ·t o Voiunt ~~er's 'arethatthe"y niust' co<;>perate 
fully ,vi th ' ~lll · '.locCl.l p o pular orgttilisations; 'l ,iv::+ng ~{th , an d : ~~l{gi'ng 
themselves with the; people 'they'~ 'are: c 'D,lled. upon to ' defend. ' 

. . ~ .. ' . : ' ' 

At < this 'vital juncfur.e in I rish his:tor ~yw~ repudiat:e " 
t he British ' Governm~nt ' s 'political confid.ence trick of trying to·, -, .' 
represent her military forces as saviours: of the people and"l\rbiter~ " 

. between Irishmen. The sec'tarian B~Specials rampaging through 'thE{ . 
streets of the North of Ireland are as much the responsibility of 
the British Government, 1Plhich permi tte9, their establishment in the 
first place as ,they are of the . bigoted Unionists in Stormont .. ' 

In thi i co~nection we issue a ', warning to the young dritish 
soldiers who n ow f i nd t hemselve s patrolling Irish streets and towns 
becau se o f th e Unionist Government's refu sal to grant the just demands 
of the Civ il Rights Movement a nd the criminal misgovernment and . 
rt~,ncompet ence o f the British P ,arliamen t at vlestminster which haJ3 
';ersisted i n tUl"'ning a blind ' eye to ~th e situation in the Six 
Counties f or so long. ' 

As a result of you:r::_.~Government' s conti nued interference i :--l' 
Irish affairs and i.ts re'f usal over t he years to' insist that the Nort~ 

i' 
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reland be ruled with fairnes s , and d emocracy,you now find 
.:{ '-- J~rs e lves caught between the terrorised Catholic minority on the 
o .,: e ha~ d and the Orange m{ ~ s, support ed by thousands of armed and 
uniformed "Sp ecials",on the other. Irishmen have no quarrel with 
you as i ndividuals,but we w&rn you t h at until the Westmi nster 
Government di saros and disb a nds th e B-Specials, legislate s for all 
the Ci, i l Righ ts : demands ,and indeed re~6ves you from the country 
altoge th er,you are in a very peri l ous situation . For this is not , 
your co u n t r y.I t is our country,whi ch y our Government and Parliament 
have divi d e d in order· to serve the int e r e:s ts of the imperialist 
monopo i es, financiers and aristocrats wh o a r e a curse to the people 
o f Engl and '9cotland and IIlales ,as thay h ave been a curse to Ireland. 

Ve warn you that if you a~ l ow yourselves t o be ,be used to 
..: uppre ss. the legi t i m'ate attempt s of th e p eoplre t o defend themse l ves 
agai ,nst the B-Specials and the sectarian Orange murder gangs, then 
you will have t ,) take the consequ~nces. 

I 

I 
I ,. 

;" . . To t :J. e D bl in Governm ent Twe s a y th is ::You must immediately 
use the Irish Army t~,defend the per~ecut~d : ' people of the Six ~ r 
Counti~s .You must then call an urgent meetirig of the United I 
: Jat ~obs S~~uf~ty Council,followed by a meeting of the General Assembly I 

::' n order to ' "expose , the Dri ti s h claim that ' what is happening in 
th e I :Ji sh' c iti e's 'of Belfast,Derry,Nel'lry and e l sewhere j ., Britain's 
own " int ernal " affair,for the insolent and ludicrous lie that it is. 
Britaln mu'st be , expo~,~d to the searchlight of world opinion for 

, t he t1e'sS ' ,' she has mad e', o'f the Six Counties , "lh ich she has tried t o 
hide:fr ol1t t}l e lv-orld for so long ~ ' The 'Irish delegation at the United 
l:~'at ±oris " must talk ab out Ireland for a change ,after years of 
talk ' ~bdui Tibet and Peru. 
Ii ... : .:; . ! !t:: 

rde recognise that a political sO,lution to th? present crisis 
i n the North will have to be found in time. The only solution 
nc~ ,ept~b 'l e ,t o Hepublicans and to the Irish people as a whole is 
one i n,...,.h ich Britain gets out of our count ,ey altogether,'~~lithdreiw5 " 

.. .1 er tr,Qo p s , ~nd control over t h e l'vh ole of Ireland passes to a . l 

S2 -Count y , Ir~sh Parliament,el~cted from among a l l the people of l 

":j."" elaY;ld ,N'orth and South, on the proportional. representation system 
of elec t i on, th(~ f)T~].Y f';ir 8y~t ~wl1.i ch will be ,: , ' ''~' ' ~o both Ca,thbJ.ic,s 
and PrQtestants,under united Natibns supervis~ ' Jn. ,For a ~nit~d, 
independent,democ~atic Republic is the only possible constitution 
'tlit :t.in which Protestants and Catholics can live togeth~r in 
fr i endship under the common name of Irishmen,in which ciy~l rights 
wi ll ,be .. guarnnteed to a.11 ,the Irish 1AJork,ing class be r ,eunited int : ~ ' , 
one poli~'ical co;-;.'u:nu ni ty, and the way openerl up :for progressive , ' , 
advance in all fields of our national life,lead~ng to ,the; 
es tablishment of a socialist workers'and farmer~tRepubl~c for : the 
v{hole country. 

Irish people in th~ 26-Counties •••••• Put every pressure you 
c ~n on the Dubl in Gove~nmentto support the victimised people of the 
i~ orth .Make Dublin' justify ,its clair;) to sove,reignty over the whole 
of the nationa,1. territ:ory.Contribute generously to the relief funds 
being se t u p to relieve Catholics a nd Protestants turn~d but of 
their homes . Organi se rall,ies ,meet ings, demon·strations of support 
wi thin th e ~orning period.Trade Unionists,farmers,students,people of 
all political views •••• let U$ sta'nd together in this hour of crisis. 

Tp e soldi ers of : the Republic are in ,the field to serve , the 
people. Let all Irishmen support them so that we may build in our 
t ime a ~nited Ireland-and lay the basis for democracy and socialism 
in our , :~ountry. 

( 1:Hgned) Onth>:: 1 QO \'\~ ding 
C}-d.,o f J ,-. t af f, 

I ,J. ,[~ o~ :k,e ubIle, n Army 

i 
\ ' , \ 
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